Statement of outstanding universal value - SOUV
Srebarna Nature Reserve

The Srebarna Nature Reserve is a freshwater lake adjacent to the Danube and extending over
600 ha. It is the breeding ground of almost 100 species of birds, many of which are rare or
endangered. Some 80 other bird species migrate and seek refuge there every winter. Among
the most interesting bird species are the Dalmatian pelican, great egret, night heron, purple
heron, glossy ibis and white spoonbill.

Outstanding Universal Value
Brief synthesis

Srebarna Nature Reserve protects a lake and wetland ecosystem of 638ha located near to the
village of Srebarna on the west bank of the Danube River. The reserve includes the lake and
the former agricultural lands north of the lake, a belt of forest plantations along the Danube,
the island of Komluka and the aquatic area locked between the island and the riverbank.

Srebarna Nature Reserve is an important wetland on the Western Palaearctic bird migratory
flyway. It provides nesting grounds for 99 species of birds and seasonal habitat to around 80
species of migratory birds. The property is surrounded by hills which provide a natural
boundary and offer an ideal means for observing the waterfowl.

Criterion (x): Srebarna Nature Reserve protects an important example of a type of wetland
that was widespread in Bulgaria in the past. It shelters a diversity of plant and animal species,
which are increasingly threatened. The wetland is an important breeding, staging and
wintering site for a large number of birds. Floating reedbed islands and flooded willow
woodlands provide important bird breeding areas. In the lake's northern end the reedbeds
gradually give way to wet meadows. In the north-western end of the lake and along the
Danube there are belts of riverine forest with single old trees of White Willow.

The rich bird life supported by Srebarna Nature Reserve is the basis for its international
significance. The property holds populations of birds that are considered critical to species
survival. It hosts the only colony of Dalmatian Pelican in Bulgaria, as well as the largest
breeding populations of four more globally threatened species: Pygmy Cormorant,
Ferruginous Duck, White-tailed Eagle and Corncrake. Srebarna is also of European value
importance in supporting Little Bittern Night Heron, Squacco Heron, Little Egret, Great
White Egret, Purple Heron, Glossy lbis, Spoonbill and Ruddy Shelduck. Three species of
terns also occur here. Globally threatened Pygmy Cormorant and Red-breasted Goose winter
in the Reserve, and the wintering populations of White-fronted Goose, Greylag Goose and
Fieldfare are also notable.

In total the property provides critical habitat that supports 173 bird species, 78 species of
which are of European conservation concern, and nine being listed as globally threatened.

Integrity

The property includes the largest lake left after drainage of the marshy zone along the Danube
and was connected to the river until a dyke was built in 1949. Its current situation is therefore



not completely natural and is maintained by water management measures. In 1994 a channel
was constructed between the lake and the Danube river in order to ensure the annual flow of
Danube waters into the lake during the spring months. The Reserve is a strictly protected area,
and only carefully-controlled scientific research, and conservation management activities are
allowed to take place within it. The site is relatively small, and only if other areas are also
protected, in the region and on bird migration routes, can the key species of Srebarna Nature
Reserve be expected to survive.

The property is protected by a 673 ha buffer zone which was created in 2008. This consists of
a portion of the Srebarna Nature Reserve that is not part of the World Heritage property and
419 ha of land surrounding the Srebarna Nature Reserve, which is located within an adjacent
protected area known as Pelikanite. The aim of this buffer zone is to prevent and reduce
negative human impacts on the reserve.

Protection and management requirements

Srebarna Lake was the first wetland in Bulgaria to receive legal protection status and also the
first to achieve international recognition. The lake was designated as reserve in 1948 to
protect the diversity of birds it hosts. According to the 1998 law dealing with protected areas
in Bulgaria, the property is classified as a “Managed Reserve", being exclusively State
property. Management and control are carried out by the Ministry of Environment and Water
and its regional departments. The reserve falls under the jurisdiction of the Regional
Inspectorate of environment and water for the town of Russe. Besides its inclusion on the
World Heritage List, Srebarna Lake is also protected as a Wetland of International Importance
under the Ramsar Convention and as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. In 1989 the lake was
designated as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. Its values are also recognised
and protected at the European level. The property is also included in two Natura 2000 sites:
the Srebarna Special Protection Area and Ludogorie-Srebarna Special Area of Conservation.

The property requires active management, and a management plan needs to be maintained and
updated to guide this work. Keys objectives of the management plan are conservation
management for the protection of its breeding bird populations, and the continued function of
the property as a stopover site for migratory birds. Specific regimes are in place for a number
of different zones in the reserve, according to their conservation value. Key management
requirements for the lake are to maintain and restore its water system to as natural a state as
possible. Vegetation management is also needed to optimize the conservation value of the
property to birds. Control of human use and the active prevention of poaching and illegal
fishing are also required on an ongoing basis. Monitoring of activities to ensure management
plan implementation is required in relation to the achievement of clear targets that should be
defined and updated in the management plan.

Protection of the values of the property also relies on measures outside its boundaries. The
buffer zone of the property is important in preventing the introduction of non-local plant or
animal species, pollution from domestic, industrial or other types of waste, hunting during
bird nesting and breeding periods, burning of reeds, and other activities that could disturb the
nesting and breeding bird colonies. Some of these issues also require measures beyond the
defined buffer zone of the property. The linkage of the property with other reserves on the
Romanian side of the Danube, and within the wider Western Palaearctic migratory flyway,
would also enhance its integrity and the protection of its natural values.



